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BRANCATI CENTER

ABOUT THE CENTER
The Brancati Center was established by a philanthropic gift from Walgreens
and endowed in the name and vision of Dr. Frederick Brancati, Professor of
Medicine at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Brancati was an
internationally recognized expert on type 2 diabetes. Before his untimely
death at the age of 53 from Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), Dr. Brancati
was a highly regarded researcher, as well as teacher and mentor. He was
emblematic of a deeply caring and kind physician and leader. His love of
community was evident in all he accomplished.

MISSION
The Brancati Center improves the health of communities – locally and
nationally – by developing, evaluating, and disseminating new models of
health care that leverage the skills of a diverse range of healthcare providers.
The Brancati Center engages community and corporate organizations,
payers and policy-makers in a supportive partnership with patients and
caregivers. We pursue this mission through three major activities:

Community Program Implementation
The Center supports activities that identify and address the health and
wellness needs of communities, especially in disadvantaged areas. It
establishes partnerships to enable the implementation and dissemination of
innovative, evidence-based approaches to improving health, and advocates
for policy changes to help sustain effective new programs. The Center
partners with organizations with similar goals or who are seeking to add
health to their mission.

Education
The Center supports educational activities and programs that promote
diversity in the healthcare workforce, as well as programs that increase
opportunities for community-based and community-oriented education.

Community-based Research
The Center supports research activities that study existing and innovative
care models that utilize a wide range of providers in community settings to
provide health and wellness services with a focus on demonstrating
improved patient outcomes, reduced costs, and reduced health disparities.

Our work is health focused, evidence-based, and
outcomes driven. We also have a strong focus on
sustainability to ensure that our partnerships and
programs are enduring.
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a year's overview
Jeanne M. Clark, MD, MPH

Executive Director, Brancati Center
Frederick Brancati Professor of Medicine

The challenges related to the COVID-19 global
pandemic continued to overshadow the past
academic year. The Brancati Center chose to view
these challenges as an opportunity to bring vitally
important health services to our community. In the
past year, we facilitated access to COVID-19 vaccines
for the East Baltimore community, increased the
number of diabetes prevention programs, resumed
delivery of the DECIDE diabetes self-management
program, and piloted the C-Raven smoking cessation
program in the hospital. These accomplishments are
a testament to the commitment of our team
members and strength of our partnerships in the
community and at Johns Hopkins.
The urgent opportunity that presented this year was
the facilitation of COVID-19 vaccine access. The
statewide COVID-19 vaccine rollout did not initially
reach the communities that had the greatest need,
East Baltimore in particular. Our partners were eager
to host vaccine events at their churches but there
was not a clear way forward. Through coordination
with several partners, we were able to facilitate and
participate in five community-based vaccine events,
as well as schedule 151 people for vaccine
appointments at Walgreens. Our advocacy also
helped bring about a robust screening and
vaccination program in the Latinx community with
the full support of the health system. These efforts
were a beautiful example of what can be
accomplished when community organizations,
health systems, and industry partners come
together to address urgent health needs.
We are excited to announce that the Health Services
Cost Review Commission (HSCRC) funded a new
initiative, the Baltimore Metropolitan Diabetes
Regional Partnership. With about half of this $43
million, 5-year contract, the Community Program
Implementation arm of the Brancati Center will
expand access to the Diabetes Prevention Program
(DPP) across Baltimore City in partnership with the
University of Maryland Medical Center. The planning
year of the grant began in January 2021;
implementation will begin in 2022.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

To support the planned growth, we welcomed
several new staff members who joined the Center
this year: Nicole Cronin, DPP Coordinator; Tracy
Newsome, Community Health Project Liaison; and
Rebecca
Price,
Lifestyle
Interventionist.
Meanwhile, we continued to offer the DPP
remotely during the public health emergency with
the launch of six new programs; further program
expansion is planned for 2022.
Our Education arm was busy this year developing
virtual ways to bring the social determinants of
health curriculum to the Johns Hopkins clinical
residency programs, as well as creating virtual
learning experiences for the MERIT Leadership
Academy students. We welcomed a Doctoral
Diversity Program graduate student, Ishmael
Williams, for a yearlong internship. We also
continue implementation of the DECIDE program,
a diabetes education and self-management
program, in several churches in East Baltimore.
We continue to engage in community-based
participatory research aimed at testing new
models of care. We continued recruitment for the
FEED study, a partnership with Moveable Feast. In
addition, we developed protocols for two new
research pilots, C-RAVEN and SHARP Women. CRAVEN was implemented in early 2021. We
welcomed two new staff members to the research
team this year: Tonya Rosebrough, Community
Outreach Specialist, and Danielle Santiago,
Research Program Assistant.
The opportunity to address the health needs of
our community continues in 2021-2022. We are
exploring ways to address other chronic
conditions and developing new community-based
models of care that meet people where they are.
We will continue to be a resource for our
community partners and encourage anyone
interested in working with us to please reach out.
We wish everyone good health in the next
academic year!
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WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF THE PARTNERS
WHO COLLABORATED WITH US THIS YEAR:
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COVID-19 RELATED INITIATIVES
In the past year we continued to see disruptions in the lives of
our community members as a result of COVID-19. We saw new
waves of the pandemic, changing guidelines, and the approval
and distribution of the first COVID-19 vaccines. Unfortunately,
data showed that members of the Latinx community were at
much higher risk of contracting the disease, and that African
Americans were more likely to die. Further contributing to the
impact of the virus on the community, rates of vaccination in
underrepresented groups lagged. As members of the Brancati
Center we felt it was our role to educate the community about
COVID-19 and the vaccine Emergency Use Authorization by the
Centers for Disease Control, as well as facilitate access to the
COVID-19 vaccine for our community partners.

BRANCATI CENTER BULLETIN

COVID-19 VACCINE ACCESS

The Bulletin gives us an opportunity to disseminate
information about health and wellness to our community.
In 2021 the Bulletin continued to focus on up-to-date
COVID-19 related information, as well as resources for the
Baltimore community. Issued monthly, the Bulletin is
posted to our website and sent directly to community
members.

In March 2021, Mr. Sam Redd, Director of
Operation P.U.L.S.E. (People United to Live in a
Safe Environment) and a member of our
Advisory Board, convened a group of
Baltimore City Pastors to discuss COVID-19
vaccine access with the Brancati Center. The
Pastors were eager to host vaccine events at
their churches and interested in connecting
with resources to provide the vaccinations.
Led by Drs. Geetanjali Chander and Maya
Venkataramani,
Brancati
Center
team
members outreached to Baltimore City,
Maryland State, and Johns Hopkins officials to
facilitate connections to our community
partners.

VIRTUAL ENGAGEMENT WITH OUR
PARTNERS
With so much misinformation available about COVID-19
and the vaccines, we felt it was important to play an active
role in disseminating accurate, up-to-date information. Dr.
Maya Venkataramani, Brancati Center Core Faculty
Member, was a vital resource for community partners
including the Y in Central Maryland Head Start. She gave
eight presentations across several organizations focused
on COVID-19 vaccine education.
In addition, we hosted two vaccine info sessions for our
community partners leading up to planned vaccine events
at their sites. We consider these presentations a priority.

WALGREENS VACCINE SCHEDULING
Recognizing the inadequate vaccine access in East
Baltimore, Walgreens designated the East Baltimore
location a health equity store and allotted appointment
slots for East Baltimore community members. Brancati
Center staff coordinated with church partners to schedule
151 vaccine appointments at this location.

Ultimately, in partnership with the Johns
Hopkins Vaccine Equity Task Force and the
Office of Government and Community
Affairs, six vaccine events took place. Over
300 people were vaccinated at these
events.
Dr. Chander continues to be a member of the
Johns Hopkins Medicine Vaccine Strategy and
Resource
Planning
Group
and
Dr.
Venkataramani represents the Brancati Center
on Johns Hopkins Medicine’s COVID-19
Community Education Committee.
We are very grateful for the overwhelming
support and participation of our Volunteer
Corps members at these events.

If you are interested in learning more about the Brancati Center's COVID-19
initiatives or have ideas, please contact us at brancaticenter@jhmi.edu
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
The Brancati Center has partnered with community organizations since 2015 to provide
the Centers for Disease Control’s National Diabetes Prevention Program (DPP), a 12month lifestyle change program that is proven to prevent type 2 diabetes. The program
is offered in multiple modalities: in-person (except during the public health emergency),
distance learning via Zoom, and virtually through an online platform.

IN-PERSON DIABETES PREVENTION PROGRAMS
When the COVID-19 pandemic began, we successfully transitioned our active in-person DPP programs to a
distance learning format via Zoom to ensure there were no program interruptions. To protect the health of our
participants and staff, we continued to offer the program remotely through the end of the academic year and will
continue to do so throughout the public health emergency. In 2020-2021, we launched three new programs in this
delivery mode: two Johns Hopkins employee groups and a program in partnership with Israel Baptist Church.

Baltimore Metropolitan
Diabetes Regional Partnership
A new $43 million initiative was announced in
September 2020. The Maryland Health Services
Cost Review Commission (HSCRC) awarded the
Johns Hopkins Health System and the
University of Maryland Medical Center funding
to create the Baltimore Metropolitan Diabetes
Regional Partnership (BMDRP), which will
increase access to diabetes prevention services
and education through community-based
programs. Johns Hopkins will use a portion of
the HSCRC grant to expand the Brancati
Center’s diabetes prevention program across
Johns Hopkins Hospital and Johns Hopkins
Bayview ZIP codes. This five-year initiative
began in January 2021. The first year is focused
on planning and infrastructure building, with
program implementation to begin in January
2022.

"The faith community has at the core of its
mission the call to lead the faithful in the path
of holistic health. This means we care about
the mind, body and souls of individuals.
Having witnessed the damage diabetes can do
to the body, mind and spirit, we believe the
diabetes prevention program will be an
invaluable tool for helping the Baltimore
community combat this disease that has
historically caused great suffering and loss,
including premature deaths. When it comes to
diabetes the old saying is true, ‘An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure.’”
- Dr. Marshall F. Prentice, Pastor of
Zion Baptist Church, and Pastor William E.
Johnson Jr., Community Chaplain at
Johns Hopkins Medicine

FAMILY DIABETES PREVENTION PROGRAM
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Dr. Maya Venkataramani

Dr. Maya Venkataramani is leading research efforts to develop and test a familyorientated adaptation of the Diabetes Prevention Program. Funded by a grant from
the National Institutes of Health, the program will incorporate child-related
programming to promote lifestyle change. In 2020 and 2021, she completed in-depth
interviews of current and former DPP participants regarding their experiences and
has begun to develop the new curriculum. The pilot program will launch in early
2022.
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

continued

DISTANCE LEARNING DIABETES PREVENTION PROGRAMS
The global pandemic illuminated a need for a distance learning DPP. The distance learning DPP is
delivered as a “live class” via Zoom. When we transitioned to this format at the start of the pandemic, we
found that some participants preferred it, and it helped to address some barriers to participation such as
access to transportation. As a result, the Brancati Center applied for a distance learning organizational
code with the Centers for Disease Control in January 2021. It is our intention to continue offering the
distance learning delivery mode after the public health emergency is lifted. In the spring of 2021, we
launched three distance learning cohorts and plan to launch 2-3 more in the fall.
We continue to pilot the virtual diabetes program through an online platform known as Blossom.
Developed in partnership with Johns Hopkins HealthCare Solutions, the program is being offered to
Johns Hopkins Advantage MD Medicare Plan and US Family Health Plan members. Platform and
program optimization and expansion will continue in 2022.

DECIDE/POWER TO CONTROL DIABETES
The Brancati Center continues to partner with Zion Baptist Church to
implement the DECIDE program. Developed by Dr. Felicia Hill-Briggs,
DECIDE is a literacy-adapted, intensive, diabetes and cardiovascular
disease (CVD) education and problem-solving training program to lower
blood sugar and blood pressure, while improving individuals’ knowledge
and skills to better manage their diabetes. Previously tested in academic
and clinical settings, the first church-based program launched in the fall
of 2019 and was funded by the Urban Health Institute Small Grants
Program. After completion of the DECIDE program, there was a clinically
significant improvement in diabetes control (hemoglobin A1c level
decreased by 1.5% on average) and weight (decreased by 9.2 pounds on
average) that was sustained 3 months after completion of the program.
Participants’ knowledge about diabetes and cardiovascular disease also
significantly improved. We were subsequently funded by the Abell
Foundation to disseminate the DECIDE program to additional church
sites in Baltimore City. We launched a second program virtually with Zion
Baptist Church in the spring of 2021. We also launched our program
virtually at Israel Baptist Church in August 2021 and plan to launch a
program with Liberty Grace Church in November 2021.
6
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EDUCATION
MERIT COLLABORATION
The Brancati Center continues to partner with
MERIT Health Leadership Academy to establish the
MERIT Brancati Fellowship. MERIT is an intensive
academic and mentorship program for underrepresented high school students interested in
pursuing careers in the health care field.
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
MERIT Brancati Fellowship was put on hold.
Modified internship experiences will resume in
2022.
As a complement to the Brancati Fellowship
Program, we supported the MERIT Virtual Summer
Health Innovation Program focused on providing
scholars with guidance in developing an innovative
project to address a health care problem or
community health need. The Brancati Center
worked with three MERIT Scholars to develop and
implement a survey to help inform strategies to
improve COVID-19 vaccination rates among Black
youth in Baltimore City.

CSM COLLABORATION/SUPPORT
The Johns Hopkins Careers in Science and Medicine
Initiative’s goal is to provide underrepresented high
school, undergraduate, and graduate students
structured research experiences at Johns Hopkins.
In 2020, the Brancati Center funded and mentored
a Doctoral Diversity Program graduate student,
Ishmael Williams, for a yearlong internship. During
his internship, Ishmael conducted analyses to
examine the impact of the local food environment
on Diabetes Prevention Program participants’
experiences in the program. Ishmael presented the
results locally and at the national Society for
General Internal Medicine meeting. In addition,
Ishmael became an integral team member of the
FEED Study and DECIDE diabetes self-management
support program, including assisting in recruitment
and retention activities and preparing study
materials. We are pleased to share that Ishmael
started at the Howard University College of
Medicine in the summer of 2021.
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The MERIT Health Leadership Academy
is a comprehensive academic and career
mentorship program supporting high
school students from underrepresented
backgrounds who aspire to have careers
in health.
As an Out-of-School Time program,
MERIT provides Saturday College Prep
Classes, Professional Internships, College
Admissions Guidance, and Longitudinal
Mentorship, empowering the students
with opportunities and resources.

Ishmael Williams

Graduate Student
Doctoral Diversity Program

Ishmael's work found that barriers
associated
with
the
local
food
environment included higher cost of
healthier options.
As
one
study
participant noted “…certain fruits are very
expensive like the berries…if they would
just be a little bit cheap, I might eat them
more often.”
High visibility and accessibility of fast
food restaurants was another barrier.
Local
food-environment
related
facilitators included access to farmer’s
markets. Participants reported that costrelated barriers to healthy eating could
be addressed by the DPP curriculum by
providing additional information on fresh
food preservation and also by continuing
to provide food samples.”
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EDUCATION

continued

RESIDENCY CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
In partnership with the Johns Hopkins Center for
Health Equity, Johns Hopkins Medicine for the
Greater Good, and the Johns Hopkins Office of
Graduate Medical Education, we developed and
are implementing a longitudinal community
engagement curriculum to enhance residents’
skills in community engagement and capacity to
address the social determinants of health. The
program includes 4 core workshops designed to
enhance
residents’
awareness
and
understanding of the a) social determinants of
health and available screening tools, b) the vital
role of the interdisciplinary health care team and
other sectors in identifying and addressing the
social determinants of health, c) strategies to
develop effective interpersonal and working
relationships with diverse populations, and d) the
principles of community engagement.
In the 2020-2021 academic year, we refined the
core workshops based on residents’ feedback
and successfully implemented the curriculum in
the pilot residency programs and in the Internal
Medicine Residency Program. We also developed
additional workshops based on residents'
expressed interests and needs on topics such as

hospital
and
community-based
violence
intervention programs, strategies to promote
resilience
in
caring
for
disadvantaged
populations,
community
resilience,
and
connecting patients to community resources.
Originally piloted in the Urban Health Residency
(Medicine-Pediatrics and Internal Medicine),
Health Equity Track of the Pediatric Residency,
and the General Surgery Residency Programs, in
the 2021-2022 academic year we plan to expand
components of our curriculum to additional
residency programs, including Categorical
Pediatrics, Gynecology and Obstetrics, and
Emergency Medicine. We also hope to expand
implementation of community-based learning
experiences as part of the curriculum this year,
which we had previously placed on hold due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Designed to be tailored
to diverse residency programs, our long-term
goal is to implement across all Hopkins residency
programs to better prepare all learners to
advance the care of their local communities.

This program is funded by the Institute for Excellence in
Education Berkheimer Faculty Education Scholar Grant, the
Johns Hopkins University Catalyst Award, and the Arnold P.
Gold Foundation.
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COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH

C-RAVEN

FEED STUDY

With grant funding from the Maryland Cigarette
Restitution Fund (CRF) we developed an interactive
computer-delivered counseling intervention for
tobacco smoking cessation, tailored for persons with
HIV (PWH). It was successfully piloted in 2018 in a
randomized controlled trial of 40 PWH. In 2020-2021
we developed a second counseling session focused
on uptake of pharmacotherapy for tobacco smoking
cessation, which we implemented in the spring of
2021 in the inpatient setting, with continued support
from the Maryland CRF. As of June, we have enrolled
19 participants and recruitment efforts are ongoing.
Five of the nineteen participants have successfully
completed all 4 study visits.

In 2018 the Brancati Center partnered with
Moveable Feast, an organization that provides
medically tailored meals to people living with
chronic disease, and Priority Partners on a
research project that will characterize the impact of
medically-tailored meals and nutrition counseling
on health-related outcomes among food insecure
adults with type 2 diabetes in East Baltimore. The
project is funded by the Leonard & Helen R.
Stulman
and
France-Merrick
Foundations.
Recruitment was placed on hold in March 2020
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and resumed in
September 2020. As of June, we have enrolled 34
participants.

We also received additional grant funding from the
Maryland Cigarette Restitution Fund to expand our
study to the outpatient Johns Hopkins Tobacco
Treatment Clinics located at Bayview Hospital and on
the East Baltimore Campus. The goal is to develop a
program for smoking cessation that is effective,
scalable, and relevant to individuals in Baltimore City.

To overcome the COVID-19 pandemic recruitment
challenges, we have expanded our eligibility to
include individuals receiving any Medicaid
insurance and our recruitment sites to include
Johns Hopkins clinical sites and East Baltimore
Medical Center (Baltimore Medical System).

SHARP WOMEN
With funding from the National Institute of Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) and following the
principles of Community Based Participatory
Research, we developed a pilot program to reduce
alcohol use and HIV risk among women in Baltimore.
We have partnered with our active community
advisory board (consisting of local stakeholders) to
tailor an intervention that addresses not only alcohol
use and its intersection with HIV risk and treatment
outcomes, but also alcohol’s intersection with
trauma among women. Piloting of this program will
begin in September 2021.
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TUGGLE AWARD
In 2020, the Brancati Center began
administration of the Reverend Melvin
B. Tuggle East Baltimore Community
Excellence Award. The Tuggle Award
was established in 2016 to recognize
the contributions of Rev. Tuggle in
creating strong community alliances
to address health in East Baltimore.
The
award
recognizes
students,
residents, and fellows at the Johns
Hopkins University who are focused on
the health of people living in East
Baltimore and who are dedicated to
working in partnership with the
community.
This year’s ceremony was held virtually
in May. It was a wonderful opportunity
to honor the important work of the
awardees, Ben Bigelow and Katie
Nelson (honorable mention).

2021 AWARDEES
Benjamin Bigelow
MD Candidate, Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine
COMMUNITY PROJECT
COVID Community Testing and Vaccinations at
Sacred Heart

HONORABLE MENTION

Katie E. Nelson, MSN, RN
PhD Student, Johns Hopkins School of Nursing
COMMUNITY PROJECT
Medical-Scholastic Partnership: from the LHAP
to the HEAT Corp, teaching students how to use
science to promote health and wellness

ABOUT REVEREND
MELVIN B. TUGGLE
Rev. Melvin B. Tuggle was the Pastor of the Garden of Prayer
Christian Church and Chair of Heart, Body, and Soul, Inc., a
formalized non-profit representing a collaboration between
the Johns Hopkins Schools of Public Health, Medicine, and
Nursing and Clergy United for Renewal in East Baltimore
(CURE). He selflessly gave his time to support grassroots
health promotion and disease prevention in East Baltimore.
Born at The Johns Hopkins Hospital in 1949, Rev. Tuggle was
raised in its shadow, transitioning as a youth with few
opportunities to an accomplished leader in public health.
His book on how to partner with churches to improve the
public’s health, It is Well With My Soul, offers a template for
true community engagement. Published by the American
Public Health Association, it serves as a text in many
community-based academic courses throughout the
country.
Reverend Tuggle passed away in 2018 from complications of
diabetes.
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APPENDIX
Advisory Board Members

HAE-RA HAN, PHD, RN, FAAN

Professor
Department of Community-Public Health
Johns Hopkins School of Nursing

ELIZABETH JAFFEE, MD

Dana and Albert "Cubby" Broccoli Professor of Oncology
Co-Director of the Gastrointestinal Cancers Program
Associate Director for Translational Research
Johns Hopkins Medicine

CALVIN KEENE

Pastor
Memorial Baptist Church

MICHAEL J. KLAG, MD

Professor, Former Dean
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

TAMMY MAYS

Housing Stability Coordinator
Mayor's Office of Children and Family Success

DARCY PHELAN-EMRICK, DRPH, MHS

Chief Epidemiologist
Baltimore City Health Department
Faculty
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

MARSHALL F. PRENTICE, MDIV, DDIV

Pastor, Zion Baptist Church
Baltimore Member Strategy Team, Baltimore United in
Leadership Development (BUILD)
First President, Clergy United for Renewal in East Baltimore
(CURE)

SAMUEL REDD

Executive Director
Operation P.U.L.S.E. (People United to Live in a Safe
Environment)
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CHET ROBSON

Chief Clinical Officer/Medical Director
Office of Clinical Integrity
Walgreens

MARK SHAVER, MBA

Senior Vice President- Strategy
Welltower, Inc.

MADELEINE SHEA, PHD

Principal
Health Management Associates

BARRY SOLOMON, MD, MPH
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
Professor of Pediatrics
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

TERRY STAUDENMAIER, JD

Program Officer, Health and Human Services
The Abell Foundation

KISHA WEBSTER

Director and Founder
Greenmount West Community Center

CRAIG WILLIAMS

Vice President, Health Innovation
Johns Hopkins HealthCare

2020-2021 ANNUAL REPORT

Brancati Center Team
JEANNE CLARK, MD, MPH
Executive Director

Dr. Clark is the ‘Frederick L. Brancati, MD’ Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology at The Johns Hopkins
University and Director of the Division of General Internal Medicine. She is a general internist with an ongoing
primary care practice who has devoted her career to studying the epidemiology and treatment of obesity and
its consequences, especially type 2 diabetes and nonalcoholic fatty liver disease. For the last five years she has
worked to create innovative collaborations with commercial and community partners to disseminate health
promotion programs into communities across the country and to create a health care workforce that is more
reflective of and responsive to our communities.

GEETANJALI CHANDER, MD, MPH
Director of Community-Based Research

Dr. Chander is a Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.
She is a general internist who specializes in the care of persons living with HIV (PLWH). She has a particular
interest in the screening, diagnosis and treatment of substance use disorders among women living with HIV.
She and her colleagues have developed and tested an alcohol reduction and HIV prevention intervention for
women attending the Baltimore City Health Department STD Clinics, and a brief alcohol intervention among
women living with HIV. Dr. Chander is also testing an internet smoking cessation program among individuals
with and without HIV in the Baltimore Community.

RAQUEL GREER, MD, MHS
Director of Education

Dr. Greer is an Associate Professor of Medicine at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. She is a
general internist with an active clinical practice. Her work is focused on developing and testing interventions
to improve health care quality and health equity among patients with chronic illness, including hypertension,
diabetes and chronic kidney disease. Dr. Greer’s interests include implementing initiatives to improve the
competency of health professionals to implement population and community-based health initiatives to
reduce disparities and achieve health equity. She is committed to efforts to increase the diversity of the
health-care workforce by enhancing opportunities to expose high school and college students to the health
care field and clinical research.

NISA MARUTHUR, MD, MHS

Director of Community Program Implementation
Dr. Maruthur is an Associate Professor of Medicine, Epidemiology, and Nursing at The Johns Hopkins
University. She is a general internist with an active primary care practice. She researches diabetes prevention
and the individualization of diabetes care. She is committed to the widespread implementation of Diabetes
Prevention Program lifestyle change program, especially in community-based settings and is Co-Medical
Director for the Baltimore Metropolitan Diabetes Regional Partnership. She is also developing and testing a
virtual Diabetes Prevention Program with colleagues in the Brancati Center. Dr. Maruthur also studies how to
improve diabetes prevention in primary care.

MAYA VENKATARAMANI, MD, MPH
Core Faculty

Dr. Venkataramani is Assistant Professor of Medicine at The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and a
practicing general internist and pediatrician serving the East Baltimore community. She is committed to
improving the well-being of underserved communities. Her research interests include improving the delivery
of primary care and preventive services through community-based and family-oriented approaches. Her work
has included studies on parental health promotion in primary care and the impact of national policies
targeting parents on the healthcare use of their children. Dr. Venkataramani has also been engaged in
volunteer efforts to enhance community health through her involvement in organizations such as Charm City
Care Connection.
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Brancati Center Staff

Brancati Center Associate Members

MEGAN BROWN, MBA

ZACKARY BERGER, MD, PHD

Program Director

Associate Professor of Medicine

NICOLE CRONIN, MA

OTIS BRAWLEY, MD

DPP Coordinator

CRYSTAL EVANS, MS
Research Program Coordinator

AFROZA GILLANI, MPH
Sr. Research Assistant

CHRISTIN HILL, MS, CHES
Lifestyle Interventionist

Professor of Oncology

SEUN FALADE-NWULIA, MBBS, MPH
Associate Professor of Medicine

KIMBERLY GUDZUNE, MD, MPH
Associate Professor of Medicine

HEIDI HUTTON, PHD
Associate Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences

TINA KUMRA, MD, MPH
MAY THU THU MAW, MBBS, MPH

Medical Director, Remington Pediatrics

Research Data Manager

Johns Hopkins Community Physicians

KATHY MICHALSKI, RDN

DAVID M. LEVINE, MD

Director of Intervention

Professor of Medicine

TRACY NEWSOME

KATHLEEN PAGE, MD

Community Project Liaison and Lifestyle
Interventionist

REBECCA PRICE, MS
Lifestyle Interventionist

TONYA ROSEBROUGH
Community Outreach Specialist

DANIELLE SANTIAGO
Research Program Assistant

KAT DUSTAN STOKES
Community Health Worker
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Associate Professor of Medicine

MELINDA SAWYER, DRPH, MSN, RN, CNS-BC
Vice President, Clinical Quality and Patient Safety
UnitedHealthcare Global

KATIE SHAW, MD
Physician, Johns Hopkins Community Physicians East
Baltimore Medical Center
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We extend our sincerest
gratitude to our funders for
their support of our programs!
Walgreens
Abell Foundation
The Arnold P. Gold Foundation
Baltimore City Health Department
Cigarette Restitution Fund
France-Merrick Foundation
Maryland Health Services Cost Review Commission
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg American Health Initiative
Johns Hopkins Institute for Clinical and Translational
Research
Johns Hopkins Institute for Excellence in Education
Johns Hopkins Strategic Planning Executive Council
Johns Hopkins University
Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute
Leonard & Helen R. Stulman Foundation
Maryland Department of Health
National Institutes of Health
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SCIENTIFIC DISSEMINATION
Publications
1. Bigelow BF, Saxton RE, Flores-Miller A, Mostafa HH, Loss MJ, Phillips KH, Moore AM, Hale WD, Tolson
TM, McCann NS, Catlett CL, Golden SH, Clark JM, Page KR. Community Testing and SARS-CoV-2 Rates for
Latinxs in Baltimore. Am J Prev Med. 2021 Jun;60(6):e281-e286. PMID: 33775510. Epub 2021 Feb 12.

Oral Presentations
1. Venkataramani M, Williams I, Maruthur N, Burnet D, Cheng TL, Eakin M. “Spillover Impact of Caregiver
Participation in the National Diabetes Prevention Program on Children’s Health Behaviors: Themes
from In-depth Interviews of Program Participants.” Society of General Internal Medicine Annual
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